
Farm Hands Almanac – 3rd Quarter 2008 

 This is a story from the "stranger than strange".  Nearly two weeks ago on 
the evening of Monday the 15th, when the chickens were put away for the night there was 

 Now, normally we have 24.  They have an enclosure with three sides being 
58" diamond mesh fence with top rails and one side poultry netting.

 Very infrequently the hens will get through the poultry netting (thanks 
to holes created by Stella), or over the fence, but always stay close to the barn and are 
retrieved and relocated quickly. This particular little yellow hen was one of our veteran 

 She was 1 and 1/2 yrs old, been with us since a day old chick and new the ropes quite 
hen she was not there for tucking in we searched the barn yard and the barn and 

could not find her anywhere. We figured she had decided to pack her bags and move on. 
My children had decided that if she did not return by Wednesday evening the 17th, we 

d not expect her back.  I was sure she had already been eaten by a fox or met some 
 A week passed, then another 5 days passed, nearly two weeks.

smacked when I went to move a horse yesterday evening and found her 



A regular sized one meal is too much for her belly which is very obviously getting 
squished by the wee ones inside.  It is time to make preparations to the mud room with her 
whelping box. No new photos to post. Instead here is a cute one from the archives.

 Maximus, at 3 months old weighs in at 415 lbs, has 7.0" cannons and stands 
 After prompted by inquiry, we took some new photos of Bors today as he was 

getting some ground lessons.  He is losing more foal hair and growing in some dark winter 
 Tomorrow is Galahad's 6 month birthday. I will measure and photo him tomorrow.

This years crop of foals has made looking at the Growth Statistics more interesting.
instantly 4 new sets of data to compare each month, it is interesting to see how everyone 

speak. Galahad is noticeably lighter and shorter than Bors so it will be 
interesting to see how the measurements compare. 

 Today is Maximus' 3 month birthday.  He is going very dark and his legs 
finally loosing the foal fur and going black.  Maximus is likely to mature to be very dark in 
color as Indy is nearly black herself and Joe too, is a very deep dark bay.
lad...although not quite so little anymore.  Fall is definitely setting in.



month old having just traveled by plane from Wales.  Maximus turns three months old on 
 He seems to be managing well without his young brothers and sister.

 No foal or mum whinnies today.  All is quiet.  Today Bors became 6 months 
old; he weighs 617 lbs (a 42 lb increase), stands 13.3 hh (our tallest foal at this age to date 
with the exception of Rhiannon who was strangely large).  And his cannons remain steady 

a smidge under 8".   I went out to visit Big B again today and 
made an update to his Training Log. All photos below are of B with his trainer Lois, this 

 By the end of day two of weaning everyone seems to be settling into their 
 Iz handled it remarkably well and Galahad takes a close second.

he weren't with Bors and feeding off of Bors' reaction, he would have probably been as 
 By today's end though, there is very little noise left going on

all the noise had been coming from Bors and Buttercup who are now also pretty quiet.
added a couple of new photos below of Iz and updated the Anatolian Pup page.
some EXTREMELY adorable photos of Mosby & Kamille's pup by t



Today was Gwynith's 2 year birthday.  She weighed in at 1003 lbs. Stands 
15.0hh and has cannon measurements at just a smidge over 8".  She is a lovely girl, nice and 
straight with a very pretty head.  Hard to believe she is now two!   Went to visit Big B again 

 is doing so well and learning so much.  He has proven to be very willing, always 
aiming to please, anticipate what is being asked of him and showing a wonderful work 

 Off to pick up our new Tup tomorrow morning.

 Autumn is definitely creeping in on us.  The next two days are due to be only 
in the 70's and finally the rain we so desperately need is expected.  It has become very, very 

 Gwynith will turn 2 years on on Saturday.  We'll be sure to capture the monumental 2 
year birthday with a photo and measurements.  Heading out to visit Big B again on 
Saturday who is doing smashingly well.  Sunday we will pick up our new yearling Tup...a 
handsome devil with some phenomenal wool.  Weaning will happen next week when the 
Farm Hand is home to assist with the giant shuffle.  Not only will we wean Bors, Galahad 
and Iz, but we will rotate everyone to winter pastures as well which will require moving 20 

 That'll be a busy morning!  Fortunately the ewes are already 



 Bors, at 5 months old weighs in at 575 lbs (90 lb increase), 7.75" (left) and 
right) cannons, and stands tall at 13.2 1/2 hh.  Our weather has been phenomenal 

 Hugely out of character for August.  We are experiencing breezy days in the low 
80's with night time temps in the low 60s.  Fantastic!  Course the one down side is th
second cutting grass isn't growing as well as it could.  Our female Anatolian Shepherd Dog
Kamille has come into season.  We will anticipate a litter of pups around Halloween time.

 and Mosby have have been relegated to the barn and two fields so that they can be 
alone and away from Stella, Loo and the other mongrels.   

Not much going on around the farm. Next week  Bors turns 5 months old and 
the teenage Woof n' Hoof Program visits.  All the foals are doing well, growing and 

 We will plan to wean Bors, Galahad and Is at the very beginning of September.
Maximus won't join them until nearly Thanksgiving time.   

On the occasion of her 4th month, Is weighed in at 496 lbs and stands 12.3 hh 



It's hot and miserable out there again.  The cicada wasps have taken over the patio 
 of the house. (They like to burrow in the gravel base of the slate stones.)

These are the biggest wasps you've ever seen!  The stinky and annoying Japanese Beetles 
are out in force as well this morning.  It becomes hard to wrap one's mind around outdoor 

 Bors turned 4 months old yesterday.  He is now weighing in at 487 
lbs, 7.625" bone and stands a tad taller at 13.1 hh.  While Sammy (lamb below) really seems 
to be enjoying his chicken friends, I do think he is ready to rejoin hi
than retiring him to the barn this evening, I will turn him back out with Doug and David. 
(the two ram lambs from our triplet set). 

Sammy, the wee little lamb, is doing much better.  He is now spending his days 
 the chickens in a fenced in grass enclosure.  Sheep and chickens happen to get 

 He is doing some selective grazing there with them and has managed to 
make himself quite comfortable.  When the chickens retire indoors for the night, Sammy 

turns to his place in the barn.  I hope to turn him back out with the other two young boy 
 The Jr. Woof 'n Hoof- ers came to visit ODS yesterday and had a 

 They were able to meet Joe and all the foals in addition to Mo



 Fortunately we won't have to think about it for another couple months.
weather has cooperated this spring so far so that we will not face the same drought we did 

 We have been inundated with afternoon thundershowers this 
year which has made for some good grass growing. I am also in the process of making 
some updates to for sale links. At 3 months old Iz measured 12.3 hh and 406 lbs.


